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HOUSE BI LL 2382

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kenney, Cox, Fromhold, N xon, Anderson, Ruderman,
Chase, Schual - Ber ke, M | osci a, Hudgi ns, Wbod, Morrell, Sant os,
Moel | er and Kagi

Read first tine 01/13/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to inproving articulation and transfer between
institutions of higher education; adding new sections to chapter 28B. 80
RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that community and
t echni cal colleges play a wvital role for students obtaining
baccal aur eat e degrees. In 2002, nore than forty percent of students
graduating with a baccal aureate degree had transferred froma comunity
or technical coll ege.

(2) The legislature also finds that demand continues to grow for
baccal aureate degrees. |Increased demand cones from |l arger nunbers of
students seeking access to higher education and greater expectations
from enployers for the know edge and skills needed to expand the
state's econony. Community and technical colleges are an essenti al
partner in nmeeting this demand.

(3) However, the legislature also finds that current policies and
procedures do not provide for efficient transfer of courses, credits,
or prerequisites for academ c majors. Furthernore, the state's public
hi gher education system nust expand its capacity to enroll transfer
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students in baccal aureate education. The higher education coordinating
board nmust take a |eadership role in wrking with the community and
techni cal colleges and four-year institutions to ensure efficient and
seanl ess transfer across the state.

(4) Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to build clearer
pat hways to baccal aureate degrees, inprove statew de coordination of
transfer and articulation, and ensure long-termcapacity in the state's
hi gher education system for transfer students.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The higher education coordinating board
must convene work groups to develop transfer associate degrees that
wi | satisfy Jlower division requirenents at public four-year
institutions of higher education for specific academ c nmgjors. Wor k
groups nust include representatives fromthe state board for comrunity
and technical colleges and the council of presidents, as well as
faculty fromtwo and four-year institutions.

(2) A transfer associate degree nust neet all |ower division course
requi renents at any public four-year institution of higher education
for the academ c nmajor for which the degree was devel oped. A transfer
associ ate degree nust also enable a student to conplete the | ower-
di vi si on general education requirenents that a nontransferring student
woul d typically conplete in the freshman and sophonore years for that
academ c mmj or.

(3) Conpletion of a transfer associ ate degree does not guarantee a
student adm ssion into an institution of higher education or adm ssion

into a major, mnor, or professional program at an institution of
hi gher education that has conpetitive adm ssion standards for the
program based on grade point average or other performance criteria.

(4) During the 2004-05 acadenm c year, the work groups nust devel op
transfer degrees for elenmentary education, engineering, and nursing.
Each year thereafter, the higher education coordinating board nust
convene additional groups to identify and devel op additional transfer
degr ees. The board nust give priority to majors in high demand by
transfer students and majors that the general direct transfer agreenent
associ ate degree does not adequately prepare students to enter
automatical ly upon transfer.

(5) The intercollege relations conm ssion nmust collect and nmaintain
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lists of courses offered by each community and technical college and
public four-year institution of higher education that fall w thin each
transfer associ ate degree.

(6) The higher education coordinating board mnust nonitor
inpl ementation of transfer associate degrees by public four-year
institutions to ensure conpliance with subsection (2) of this section.

(7) Beginning January 10, 2005, the higher education coordinating
board nust submt a progress report on the devel opnent of transfer
associ ate degrees to the higher education commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate. The first progress report nust include
measur abl e benchmark indicators to nonitor the effectiveness of the
initiatives in inproving transfer and baseline data for those
indicators before the inplenentation of the initiatives. Subsequent
reports nmust be submtted by January 10 of each odd-nunbered year and
must nonitor progress on the indicators, describe developnent of
additional transfer associate degrees, and provide other data on
i nprovenents in transfer efficiency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The higher education coordinating board
must create a statewide system of course equivalency for public
institutions of higher education, so that courses fromone institution
can be transferred and applied toward academ c nmmjors and degrees in
t he sane manner as equival ent courses at the receiving institution.

(2) The work group including representatives fromthe state board
for community and technical colleges and the council of presidents, as
well as faculty fromtw and four-year institutions, nust:

(a) ldentify equivalent courses between community and technica
col |l eges and public four-year institutions, including identifying how
courses neet requirenents for academ c maj ors and degrees;

(b) Develop strategies for conmunicating course equivalency to
students, faculty, and advisors; and

(c) Develop and inplenment a common course nunbering systemas a way
to communi cat e course equival ency.

(3) The higher education coordinating board nust make a progress
report on the devel opnent of the course equivalency system to the
hi gher education commttees of the senate and house of representatives
by January 10, 2005. The report nust include options and cost
estimates for ongoi ng nai ntenance of the system
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The higher education coordinating board
must conduct a gap analysis of upper division capacity in the public
hi gher educati on systemto accommopdate transfer students. The analysis
nmust address the total nunber of enrollnment slots, specific academ c
maj ors, and geographic |ocation of demand and supply of upper division
capacity.

(2) The board nust examine the full range of options, including
costs, to close the gap between demand and supply of upper division
capacity. Options include expansion of main canpuses, branch canpuses,
of f - canpus education centers, distance |earning, and other strategies.

(3) The board nust nake a progress report by January 10, 2005, and
a final report by Decenber 10, 2005, with reconmendations to the higher
education conmttees of the senate and house of representatives for how
the state should expand upper division capacity in various |ocations
across the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 2 and 3 of this act are each added
to chapter 28B. 80 RCW

~-- END ---
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